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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

Parent input for placement will be 
collected digitally again this year using 
Google Forms.  The form will be open 
through April 26th.  A great deal of time is 
spent on student placement, and with a 
month to submit parent input, we will not 
accept any parent input after April 26th.  
Please read the placement process and 
note that we will not accept any teacher 
requests.  You can access the Google 
Form by clicking here. 

So many wonderful things are happening around Cole School these days!  First, we celebrated 
National Assistant Principal Appreciation Week by letting Mrs. Benner know that we appreciate her 
work throughout the week in various ways. 3rd grade students went to the Boston Tea Party boat on 
Monday thanks to the PTO.  Our 5th grade Ambassadors traveled to Cradles to Crayons to volunteer 
on Tuesday.  It was so great to see our students donate their time to help others.  Our coordinators 
led our Community Meeting on Monday with the focus on poetry.  Our 3rd graders also took the 
MCAS test on Thursday and Friday and did a great job giving their best effort.  We ended the week by 
celebrating the work the 5th grade students have been doing with idioms (raining cats and dogs, 
takes two to tango, butterflies in my stomach, etc).  We hope your children are sharing all of these 
wonderful things when you ask, “How was school today?” at home.   

When we return from vacation, parents will receive an email asking them to complete this year’s 
Parent Survey.  It will take about 20 minutes to complete the survey.  We are hoping for a high 
participation rate.  The survey window will be open for two weeks.  We’ll use this information to help 
us write our 2019-2020 School Improvement Plan.  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Mark your Calendar 

4/15 - 4/19 - Vacation 

4/22 - 1000 Book Club Read Aloud 12:05pm 

4/23 - Gr. 4 MCAS ELA 1 

4/24 - Gr. 4 MCAS ELA 2 

4/24 - Parent/Teacher Conferences - 5pm 

4/25 - Early Release Day 12:20pm dismissal 

4/25 - Parent Teacher Conferences - 1pm 

4/30 - Gr. 5 MCAS ELA 1 

4/30 - PTO Meeting 7:30pm 

5/01 - Gr. 5 MCAS ELA 2 

5/01 - Joint School Council Meeting  3:45pm @ 
Vinal School 

5/02 - Kindergarten Orientation 7pm 

5/03 - Stay and Play

COLE MINERS’ DIG

https://forms.gle/wMNoi54851BZNo6B8
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Students will meet for Bus Meetings after vacation with their bus teacher and bus driver to review bus 
behavior expecations and to build a stronger sense of community.   

On Tuesday, May 28th, students in grades K-5 Cole School students will meet co-authors Jessica 
Kensky and Patrick Downes, a married couple who were both injured during the Boston Marathon 
bombing in 2013. They will be joined by the star of their book and ASPCA Dog of the Year, RESCUE!  
Learn about the role of service dogs to help people with physical disabilities and the amazing things 
that people and dogs can accomplish together through hard work, perseverance, and partnership. 
The authors will read aloud, take questions and sign books for all attendees. You can even get 
Rescue’s “pawtograph” with your copy.  If you are interested in purchasing a copy of the book, 
Rescue & Jessica, A Life-changing Friendship, please look for the order form that will be coming 
home with students on Monday, April 22nd 

NURSE’S NOTES 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Fourth Graders, 
In accordance with Massachusetts law, M.G.L. c. 71, s. 57 and related amendments and regulations, 
a physical examination is required during your child’s fourth grade year.  Please send in your most 
recent physical for your 4th grader.    

Please be aware that tick season has begun. April May June and Juy are the most active months for 
ticks. I have already taken 2 off students in the last 2 weeks. Please Do a Daily Tick Check. 

“GYM” THORNTON’S NOTES 

Students are working on a Volleyball/Striking Unit.  The focus will be 
on the proper techniques for setting, bumping, serving, rallying, 
communicating and working together.  Kindergarteners are working 
with balloons, first graders are working with small beachballs, second 
graders are working with soft rubber balls and grades 3-5 are working 
with volleyball trainer balls.  Grades 3-5 will be using their practiced 
skills and incorporate them into games of volleyball.  Where the focus 
will include rotating and keeping score.  K- 2 will use their practiced 
skills into games of rallying and keep it up.  We have also welcomed 
classroom teachers into our games!   

Check out my web site here https://www.norwellschools.org/Domain/346 for any information on PE 
and Sneaker Days for your child/children.  

Lost & Found is located across from the nurses office during conferences.  Please 
stop by and see if you can recognize any items that may belong to your child.  All 
remaining items will be donated on April 30th. 
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MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 

The spotlight is on Mrs. Gagnon, our talented music teacher, this week.  Mrs. 
Gagnon has two children, Faith is thirteen years old and is currently in 8th 
grade and Josh is nine years old and is in fourth grade.  Mr. Gagnon is also 
a teacher.  He teaches first grade in Mansfield.  The Gagnons have a dog, 
Charlie, that they adopted from an animal shelter last summer and a cat, 
Willow.  Mrs. Gagnon loves spending time with family and friends and being 
outdoors (especially the beach in the summer!).   

Mrs. Gagnon's favorite meal is breakfast and her favorite food is Mexican 
food, especially homemade guacamole.  She loves the author Nicholas 
Sparks and the TV show, "This Is Us".   

Mrs. Gagnon's favorite place in the world is her family’s summer house in northern Michigan, which 
has been in her family for almost 100 years.  Mrs. Gagnon grew up in northern Kentucky in a suburb 
of Cincinnati.  When she was ten, her family moved to southern Connecticut.  Mrs. Gagnon earned 
her Bachelor of Music from Keene State College in 1997 and then a Masters in Education from 
Lesley University in 2004.  She then taught in Nashua, NH before coming to Norwell.   

Music has always been a part of Mrs. Gagnon's life. Her mother plays the piano and she grew up with 
her playing the piano and her sisters singing along with her.  One of their family traditions is playing 
the piano together on Christmas Eve and singing carols together.  Mrs. Gagnon started to take piano 
lessons when she was in third grade and has always loved playing the piano.  When she was in fifth 
grade, she learned to play the clarinet.  

Mrs. Gagnon always wanted to be a teacher, for as long as she can remember.  Her mother was a 
high school Spanish and French teacher and she always loved visiting her classroom when she was 
younger.  Her favorite teacher was her high school band teacher.  He was the perfect combination of 
high expectations and caring.  At first she thought she wanted to be a classroom teacher, but had a 
life changing conversation with her college roommate and decided to pursue music education, which 
combined her desire to teach with her love of music. Mrs. Gagnon feels lucky to be able to share her 
love of music with her students on a daily basis.  We feel lucky to have a teacher so passionate about 
her craft.  The Cole School students benefit from her musical expertise and creativity when it comes 
to teaching music to young children.  

 

Congratulations to Michael Fabrizio for earning his Black Belt in Recorder Karate! 
Congratulations to Drew Vroman for earning his 9th Degree Black Belt! 
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PTO NEWS                          
     Calling all 5th Grade Parents! 

The 5th Grade Celebration is Thursday, June 13th and we need your 
help!  Preparations are well underway and the much-anticipated 5th 
grade video production has already begun.  To ensure that all 5th 
graders are included in the video, we need all parents to submit GROUP 
photos of their 5th graders throughout their time at Cole School to 
ColeSchoolPhotos@gmail.com by May 3rd. 

Submit photos in jpeg format and include Student’s names, date, grade and event name 
(e.g. 2nd grade Plimoth Plantation field trip, Field Day 2015, etc.).  Please ONLY submit photos at 
school events, NOT birthday parties, pool parties, etc. 
  
Help us to capture, enjoy and share memories from the 2019 Cole School graduating class for years 
to come! 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

  
The Library is Moving! 

To make way for construction of the new Norwell Public Library, the library 
will close at 5pm on Saturday, April 13, 2019, and remain closed through 
Sunday, May 12, 2019.  The library will reopen at 1207 Washington Street, 
Hanover, at 10am, on Monday, May 13, 2019.  Visit the NPL web site for 
more information: norwellpubliclibrary.org.  

                           Community EASTER EGGstravaganza! 

Please join us for an Egg Hunt, Crafts, DJ, and Games on Saturday April 20th  from 10am-Noon. 
UCC Norwell 460 Main Street Norwell.  All are welcome. Please bring a basket for your eggs. 
Please RSVP at UCC Norwell Eggstraganza to help us plan for the different age groups.  

     
Norwell Youth Football 

Are you ready for some football? Registration is now open for Norwell Youth Football, grades 2-8. 
Visit norwellyouthfootball.com for more information on this fun, team-building game that encourages 
players of all abilities. We hope to see you on the turf! Register by May 31 to be included in our 
drawing for $50 Dick’s Sporting Goods gift certificates that are good for anything in the store! 
If there are any questions, please contact Greg Daly at gdaly@hbr.org 
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NEW SPRING 2019 PROGRAMS and other highlights INCLUDE: 
  
·         Little Bee Yoga starts Wednesday 4/3/19 1:30-2:15pm 

·         Intro to Spanish starts Thursday 4/4/19 10-11am 

·         Cole & Vinal After School Circuit Lab STEM classes 

·         Cole & Vinal Lego Robotics 

·         Punch Fit @ Glove-Up Boxing in Cohasset starts Tuesday 4/23/19 4-4:45pm 

·         Girls Safety & Self Defense Clinic on Saturday 5/4/19 2-4:30pm 

·         Adult Outdoor Pickleball on Mon/Wed/Fri starts 4/22/19 9am-1pm 

SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Norwell Recreation Fishing Derby at Jacobs Pond on Route 123 
scheduled for SATURDAY 5/11/19 from 6:30-10:30am!  Plenty of family fun, prizes, and surprises are 
planned for this year! 
  
To access or set-up an online account, please visit www.townofnorwell.net.  Click on RECREATION 
listed under departments and follow the links to Register Online! 
  
More programs and more information is available at: https://www.townofnorwell.net/
recreation-department 

Monday Multisports (Gr K-3) starts April 22 

Tuesday Wiffleball (Gr K-2) starts April 23 

Wednesday Guard the Pin (Gr K-2) starts April 24 

Friday Wiffleball (Gr 3-5) starts April 26 

Thursday Basketball (Gr K-2) starts May 2 

Wednesday Dance Forever (Gr 1-5) starts May 15 

Wednesday Hands on Electronics (Gr 3-5) starts May 22 

Thursday Lego by STEM CELL (Gr K-3) starts May 23 
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SUMMER 2019 NORWELL RECREATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
BEGINS WEDNESDAY 5/1/19 (RESIDENTS ONLINE ONLY) 

  
The Summer Norwell Recreation Program Guide will be delivered to all Norwell Resident households 
and PO Boxes on approximately 4/17/19.  ONLINE REGISTRATION for all Summer 2019 programs 
begins at 10:00am on WEDNESDAY 5/1/19 @ www.townofnorwell.net for Norwell Residents 
only!  MAIL-IN, WALK-IN and NON-RESIDENT REGISTRATION begins on WEDNESDAY 5/8/19 
at 10:00am.  Families are recommended to confirm account passwords and update existing 
accounts or set-up your new account prior to 5/1/19 to ensure a smooth online registration 
process on the day of registration.  Program information will be available online 
at www.townofnorwell.net.  Norwell Recreation offers over 100 sessions of over 30 programs 
including SCENE our traditional all-day summer recreation program plus specialty weekly clinics in 
sports, STEM, art, music, outdoor recreation and more.     
  
Many programs have a tendency to fill up fast!   Norwell Recreation’s traditional “Summer Recreation 
Program” known as “SCENE” will start the week of 6/24/19.  Participants 4 years old to entering 
Grade 1 may register for Kinder SCENE to be held at Town Hall.  2nd Graders-5th Graders may 
register for Kid SCENE to be held at Vinal School this Summer.  Summer SCENE is available for 
6th-8th Graders and features 2 exciting field trips each week!  Thursday Night is Flag Football Night 
in Norwell with the NFL FLAG program!  Norwell Recreation will feature a variety of youth “Summer 
Clinics” ranging from art, sports, music, STEM and more!  Adult fitness programs and 
Outdoor Pickleball at Pine St. will also be available this Summer.  
  
To access or set-up your online account:  Visit www.townofnorwell.net and click on RECREATION 
listed under departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY REGISTRATION! 
  
Town of Norwell Recreation Department is located at Town Hall 345 Main St., Monday-Thursday 
9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-12:00pm.   For more information visit www.townofnorwell.net or call 
(781) 659-8046. 
   
George A. Grey, CPRP 
Recreation Superintendent 
Town of Norwell 
Ph: 781-659-8046 
ggrey@townofnorwell.net 
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